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ABPSTRACT :
Community colleges are in & strateglc position to
.educate citizens to unhderstand 1nternat10nal developmenis, as they
provide educational experiences to a large number of grdss—roots
‘Americans. In the past, community: col;eges ‘have placed little’
emphasis on 1nternat10na1 understanding because of " lack of commitment
“to international understanding as. an educational goal, the
‘conservative orientation of many communities, limitations of faculty
backgrounds, lack of" ef fective curriculum materials, and lack of
_flexibility in the curriculum. Community college administrators need
to make a commitment: to teachlng international understandlng, and to
‘help faculty members overcome prov1nc1allsm. Suggestlons for more
i"Offertlve currlculum materlals are glven. (RS) S
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g grassrooTs America—-nof only wlfh The 18-20 year—old age group bul also wnTh
s»\adulls of alt ages S|nce 2 subs+an+lal maJorify of sTudenTs who enroII ih] o
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The Need
One needs to reflect onIy briefly upon events of the pasf two years to

realize that we have entered a new era in our reIaTnons with other counfrles

“ of the world This developmenl affects very dlrecTIy people in all walks

of life. While nssues such as nuclear arms control are still very much with
us, iT is becoming evident that counfrles are . more inTerdependenT than has

generally been assumed for such Things as fuel, food and even The alr we

-'breafhe and the wafer we drink.

Communlfy colleges are in a most sTraTegic role for preparing our: citizens

f‘means Thal Thelr formoi educafion ends There._ This facf becomes even more :
signiflcanl wulh The franchisenenf of 18 year-old youlh If These mllllons of

' new voTers are To make lnformed decisions on: issues reIaTlng To our. governmenl'

role in world affairs, ‘ aJor responslbilify confronfs communily colleges of

“wvﬁ lhe naTion.; Aparf from inTernaTionaI polilical and economlcal consideraflons,¢

‘ LOS ANGELES



| ‘}from The naTlonaI or: sTaTe Ievels To glve expliciT aTTenTion To educaTing :
{‘for InTernaTionaI undersTandlng Consequenfly"communify college admsnisTraTors

'generally have heen. relucTanT ro give i+ emphasis

‘Communify colleges have a responslbnllfy To make a serlous effort to bring

this enrichment to fhose they serve.
- Educating for inTernaTionul understanding is probably more important for
community colleges than it is in senior colleges and univefsifies As a group,‘

these students are" more provinc:al than those who aTTend senior colleges and

" universities. The maJorITy,have spent. their lives in the same community where

they attend a community college. Few of them have traveled abroad. Many
from lower socio-economic backgrounds have dene no Traveling~--let alone havihg

b%nambw.

Reasons for Limited Past Development

| There are a number of reasons why community colieges have placed littie.
emphasis on educating for inTehnaflonal,undersfanding.‘ Among them are the

fol lowing:

.H-—Lack of commleenT to InTernaToonal undersTandlqgﬁas an educaTuonaI
oaTiy IT is a wndely held assumpTion *ha? lnTernarlonal educafion is a
slgnlficanT area of sTudy for unlversnfles and senior colleges ‘but noT for

'Iocally orlenTed communiTy colleges. They have received IITTIe enc0uragemenT

'»’-—COnaervaTIve orienfa+ion of many communiTies. AdminisfraTors, being

sensiTive To Tha poliTlcal cIimaTe of . Their communlfles somefimes feel +haT

. aemphasizlng inTernaflonaI undersTandlng amounTs To wavlng a red flag In The

!pdface of local cileens. UndersTandany, when a commuany college is dependean'

\fupon ITs local communiTy for financtal supporT “here is a reIucTance +o push"

5ﬁwprograms whlch mlghT alienaTe The local clfizenry This is noT To imply ThaT”
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public senior colleges and even unlverslfles are spared such pressures Through
sfa+e leglslafures and |nfluenT|al groups.

. =~Limitations of faculty backgrounds. Compared to senior colleges and

universities, community college faculties are at a disadvantage when it comes
© to educaflng for ‘international understanding. Many of them arelcharacferlzed
by The‘same provlnciallsm as are their students. 4They‘have spent their lives
in communllles like.the one in which they teach. They are obviously handi-.
capped in bringing an lnTernaTlonal perspecflve to their teaching. Thls is
not To suggesf that senior col leges and universities do not have faculty

l members-wlfh this limitation nor‘ThaT There are noT_commuany college instructors
wlfh.a worid vlew.‘ |

e-Lack of effecfive and authentic currlculum materials.. Mosf‘of the

curriculum maferlals available in Thls area are in wrlTTen torm and appllcablec

‘ prlmarlly to The oraduafe and upper dlvlsnon levels.k'unere lhey are avallable ‘

in communlfy college llbrarles and classrocms, Thelr usefulness ls llmlTed for E
many sTudenTs who are enrolleolln communlfy colleges. Such sTudenTs need
‘f‘wrlTTen maferlal whlch lS not hlghly absTracT along wlfh audlo—vlsual maTerlals
i"such as fllms and Tapes for effecflve learnlng Whlle lhose same Types of
llmaferials are also effecflve wlTh upper dIVISIon and graduafe sTudenTs,‘many’

'f'of Them can funchon well wlTh absTracT maTerlal AnoTher problem 1s ThaT

‘ v§,<much of The avallable ma1erlals whlch could be used effecflvely wlfh communlfy

‘college sfudenfs lacks auThenrlclTy.f Too much of IT presenfs an lnaccurafe
: romanTlcuzeu or negaTlve s+ereo+yped vlew of o1her counfrles and culTures.L’

‘h‘--Lack of flexlblllty_;|n currlculums. Bofh a real and an lmaglned

““‘*fnldlfflculfy confronTed by communlfy colleges where deslre exlc ¥s To educafe

'“°hffffor lnTernaTlonal undersfandlng ls how 1o flnd Tlme ln The currlculum To do

"‘-ufrle Transfer programs may have Ilffle flexlblllfy due To The requiremenTs uﬂ*f”‘




imposed by senior col leges and universifies Career‘educafion curriduIUms
often have even less flexubilify because of the specialized courses that
are Judged needed to develop occupational competencies. - Added to Thesa Two
restrictions may be state laws which require for the assoclate degres or a

diploma courses' | ke The American Economic System, American Government, and

United States HlsTory, furfher reducing opTlons. Finaily, communify college

currlculum commiffees are often no less conservafive than are Those of senior

colleges and universities in making curriculum changes.

The Time |s Now

Communify colleges never -had a greafer opporTuniiy nor was. the need
- ever greater 1\an now for them to address Themse.ves to aducafing for inTer—
national undersfanding Advocates of infernaflonal cooperation and involvemenf
are no ionger prophefs wiThouT honor. Recevf acTions in The iniernafional '
‘realm by The execuTive branch ‘'of ‘our governmenf have removed or greafly reduced
the risk formeriy presenT or. assumed by being an acflve advocafe of lnTerna+ionaI
‘undersfandlng.; Communify coliege adminisfrafors and- facuITies shOu'd make
'commiimenfs fo Thaf end iT seems reasonable To assume Thaf a climafe recepTive
HhTo |nTerna+ional undersTanding exisfs in rural communifies especialiy which
‘;are realizing flnancial gains from The *ecenf sales of gratn To Russia and
c’\'China ‘ | - |

Making The commifmenf This requires Thaf presiden#s go, on record To

Thls end wifh Their boards., They and Their chief academic officers should do

s‘{_fhe same wifh Thelr faculfies.. IT may be necessary To reaffirm This expression |

“”:',ifof commiTmenT To faculfy several Times To geT +he efforf underway.y Chief

% *flacademlc officers mighT wanf To form ad hoc Commiffees To make plans for

 foeveIoping a coordina+ed insTiTuTional efforf .‘considerafion should be given ff§7'"l

"i3+o including members'of The communify on; su‘h commiffees.




‘Overcominq Iimifafions of faculty backgrounds. The major effort here

‘should‘be to get faculty members to undergo Infernafional experiences——
especialsy those who have never been abroad. This last. point uarranfs
elaboration. Whaf‘happens too often Is that faculty members who have traveled,
studied, andfworked abroad are the ones who seek'addlfional‘opporfunifies for
such exberiences while those who have never been abroad show lfTTfe interest.
A communifyfcollegerwhlch wanfs ?o‘in:rease its emphasis on international
undersfanding needs to place embhasis on The'raTTer group.‘ There are a number
of ways to do fh]s. Follow}ng are some examples*

k——Award service crednf and salary incremenfs for travel abroad
by those who have done QITTie‘or none‘of IT;

--Urge‘faculfy members who‘are ellgible for‘pald leaves foﬁdeveiop

: applnca*ﬁons which involve sTudy and work abroad
‘--Take advanTage of sbonsored programs whtch provlde facuITy members

"opporfunlfles to. sTudy and work abroad. The besf source for idenflfying

u. S O‘fice of Educaflon opporfunifles I's an aqnual publicafion enfifled

Z‘Orgorfunifies Abroad for Teachers, avallable from
Ins‘HTuTP of lnTernaﬂonal Studies
‘ U.S. Office of. qucaTton
,Washlngfon, D C 20202
The Type and number of ‘such opporfuniTies depend In subsTanTlaI ‘part
o ‘Lpon Iegislafive approprlafions whlch seem To become more - unpredicfable wufh
*yflme.. Some of These programs are app!led for by Indlviduals, whereas oThers o
‘musT be applled for by an insTiTuTion, group of Insflfuflons, an educaTIonaI

";organizafion, or an educaflonal agency OTher sources of Informafion on

ylopporfunlfies for Teachers rbroad are

”rfConference Board of Associafed Research Councils
- MCommlTTee on: InTernaTionaI Exchange of Persons
L2101 ConsT]TuTion Avenue, N W BN
]Wash{ngfon' C.




Institute of International Education
809 United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017
~--Develop exchange programs with institutions in other countries. Some
of these exchanges may require command of a foreign language. A number of
our community colleges have exchanges with Canadian community col leges and a
few have‘developed or explored exchanges with lnSTlTullons in places such as

Taiwan, Norway and Yugoslavia. For countries which do not have comprehensive

lnsliluflons similar to our commUniTy colleges, exchanges can sometimes be

)
H

arranged with unlversllles and technical lnsTlTuTes.

Overcomlnq The lack of effective and aufhenllc curriculum materials. ‘Some

geod currlculum maferlals are now available and more. are being produced that
can be effecflvely uTlllzed by communlly colleges ln?eresfed in educating for -
lnTernaTIonal undersTandlng Exampleq follow
) _lll’ The Asla Soclely has developed excellenf lnsfrucllonal materials on:
Asian counlrles. Much of 1t could be effecflvely used WITh porflons -of the
dlverse sTudenT bodies whlch comprlse communlfy colleges. A blbllography of
these maTerlals can be obTalned from: - Dr. Seymour Fersﬁ
: : . The-Asia: rolefy _
112 East 64+h Street ,J
New York NY lOOZl
(2) Forelgn Area MaTerlals Cenler, New York Slafe Deparfmenf of :
jdlEducaTion.‘ Thls center has developed excellenf currlculum maferlals on -
ndia.’ lnqulrles should be dlrecfed To ]Dr..Ward Morehouse k
S ‘ . Foreign Area Materials Cenler‘
~ State’ Deparlmenf of Educallon
"Albany, NY : 12225

“(3) Several communlly colleges have recelved USOE granls under lTs p~

fh; recenlly nnlflaled program enTlTled Sfrenqlhenlnq The lnTer aTlonal Dlmenslon ﬂ'

F”W‘dof General Educ°flon (NDEA - Tl*le VI) IT provldes granfs of up To $30 OOO

t"jlo supporf‘lnnova?lve”efforls‘by;lnsllluflons of hlgher educallon7lo deveiop

\lifand s‘renglhenfThe;lnTernaTlonal dimenslon‘of Thelfjundergraduale .general’




educafionalvprograms. Some'excellenf curriculum materiais for community
‘collegeslsnculd‘be forthcoming from Tnaf program if legislative appropriations
nake‘pOSslbIe its conTlnuaTlonn To cife‘an example, a'consorfium of communily
coIIeges recelved a grant under Thaf program the flrsf year it was funded.
The consortium, headed by Miami-Dade Junlor Coliege ls developlng lnsTrueTlonal
modules in The areas of trans- naflonalpconcerns, comparaflye case sTuoies,
““and cultural differences. The materials belng preduced are applicable.for
the: soclal sclences, the natural sclences, the humanlfles, and environmental
‘problems. For speclfuc !nformaflon on materials avallable and how they can
be oblalned, contact:
‘,Dr. Frank Beuwsna, Vlce-President

Miami~Dade Junior College

11011 S.W, 104th Street

Miami, ‘FL - 33156

Mlaml-Dade Juntor College is also parTlclpaTlng wlfh Syracuse dnlversnfy

on a Yugoslavlan pFOJeCT whlch lnvolvés “the deveIopmenT of valuaoue lnsTruchonaI &
‘_maTerlaIs appI‘cabIe for communlfy coIIege use. flnqulry can also be«made to
- Dr. Bouwsma on lhaf projecf. p : |
| Anolher Type of prOJecT whlch has resuITed in the prOJecflon of Tapes,

: slides and lnsTruchonaI unlfs whlch are avallable To olher lnsTlTuTtons aT ‘

Ta modes. cosT ls represenfed by The 1972 Communlfy Colleqe Summer Semlnar ln

Yugoclavla.‘ ThaT Semlnar lnvolved 22 communl?y coIIege soclal sclence lnslruc—
: Tors who spenl seven weekc ln Yugoslavla durlng wh|ch Tlme They Took many -
fflplclures,‘laped lnTervlews and IecTures, and prepared reporfs. Subsequenfly,
‘rﬁfhese resources were evaIuaTed and Those judged useful were prepared for |
‘nnlnsfrucllonal use.‘ For furfher lnformaflon on how To ordﬁr Them, wrlfe TO' l
S L | '_QLeague for Innovaflon ln The Communlfy CoIIege“ﬁt tf
#1100 ; Glendon Avenue S : f.f_~l37‘ RIS

S *3WesTwood Center - Suite. 925 e
”k‘geros Angeles, CAbﬁ 90024 e




o Still anofher way to overcome the lack of effective instructional

maferlals‘inifhis area is the USOE,Foreiqn Curriculum Consulfanf Proaram.

it is a matching grant program between USOE and participating lnsfifufions
- ‘which brings specialists from oTher countries here to help deveiop foreign
Yanguage and area sfudies. Several communify colleges can share such a
“curriculum speclallsf for an academic year which makes The cost to each
institution modest. For further informafioh on this program, write to:
Division of Foreign Studies
Institute of international Studies
U.S. Office of Education
Washlngfon,‘D.C. ‘20202

Develop lng_currlculum flexibility., The required courses in any curriculum

represenf someone's priorifies--offen priorifies that were esfabllshed in Tho
distant pasT. Every educafional institution, especially communily colleges,
should revlew these priorifles at fairly frequent |nTervals to see if chdnging

-«condl+l“" e warrant their ‘being reordéred. Anflndicafion fhaf This offen may

not be done is The frequency wifh which Ancient Civilization is sTill requured

| or recommended general educaTion course in communify colleges._ The reason

‘glven may be. Thaf universifies require This course for Transfer sfudenfs. |
]Whefher Thaf is really fhe case or: used as an’ excuse’ is subjec+ To quesfion.: Eyen
fif if is,‘fhe requiremenf does nof hold for fhe Iarge number of sfudenfs who o
hare noT in 1ransfer programs. . | :

| ln addlfion To fol.al courses which can con+ribufe +o world undersfandlngu
‘jj‘are numerou informal and non-fradiflonal experiences.1 Some examples are

y“culfural programs, speakers, and communlfy resources. This laTTer cafegory

J”[Ca” include fne use of forelgn culfural groups in fhe communify for "|nferna- S

‘d{flonal experlences.ﬂ; In many communiTles, especiaiiy ciTies fhese offer rich,lj

H’”'iwl5undersfanding Few insflfufions make e




HWhIIe study and ffavel abroad for communify col lege sfﬁdenfs‘élso has
merits, if is ruled out for many sTudehTs who need it most due to Thé Cosf.
Soﬁe commuhlfy colleges have‘become involved in student programs abroad
without adequate planning and cQorainaT}on. The result is that the programs

‘méy be high ‘in cost and fow In é&utafional(value; ‘Cemmun]fy colleges planning .
~?o’develbp sgch prerams should reQiew,guideIines which havé‘been;develbped

for such programs. One such reference is entitled, Study znd Travel Programs

Abroad: Guidelines for Two-Year .Col lege Sfudenfs, by Raymond E. Schul+tz.
It can be obtained from: . ERIC ClearTnghousé‘for Junior Colleges
‘ S Topical Paper No.35

UCLA - University Library
Los Angeles, CA 90024

Summary

Hopefully, this article has left the reader with two basic conclusions. -

One,. that educating fer Internatiopal understanding is;both 2n.jmrortant and . oo

timely role for.community colleges. SeCénd; that where a commitment to that
goal exists, numerous resources and means are available to community colleges

:foraachieving if.




